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Bridge naming competition - Wyndham

We are giving bridges official names through our bridge naming
competition.
Bridge names are important for community safety, as they help
emergency services pinpoint locations more easily.
We asked the public to nominate names for road-over-rail bridges
in Wyndham. We are now asking people to vote for their favourite
name from the eligible nominations we received.
Names must commemorate a local event, place or a person who is
deceased and held in high regard by the community. The name must
also be relevant to the bridge location.
We received five nominations meeting these criteria for the bridge at
Ballan Road, and three for the bridge at Derrimut Road. Leakes Road
received one eligible nomination.
Read on to find out more about the stories behind the nominations.

All photos supplied by nominees' families unless otherwise stated.
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Ballan Road Bridge

Mervyn Smith Bridge

Vic Mayall Bridge

Mervyn John Smith was a community, business and family
man of Werribee. Born in Wycheproof in 1929, his family
moved to Werribee in 1935. His father, John Nolan Smith,
became the caretaker of the Werribee Racecourse where
they lived, later he was the real estate agent J.N. Smith
and in 1962 he became the Werribee Shire President.

Vic Mayall Snr. was born in Footscray on 3 July 1897
and died in Werribee on 2 September, 1961. He came to
Werribee in 1947 and in 1948 opened a sporting goods and
electrical shop on Watton Street. He was also chairman
of the committee to establish the Werribee and District
Hospital.

Mervyn was the eldest of seven children. After leaving
the Melbourne engineering firm of Gutteridge, Haskins &
Davey in the 1980s, he set up his survey business from his
home at 16 Mortimer Street - he was the only surveyor in
Werribee.

He started the Werribee banjo and guitar club and was
chairman of the steering committee which established,
and eventually built the Werribee and District Hospital,
which was Werribee’s first public hospital.

Mervyn was on the first committee formed to establish
Mary MacKillop Girl's College; was the Chair of the St.
Paul's Boy's College, Altona North, Parent's & Friend's
Association; and was a committee member of the St.
Andrew's Credit Union. He stamped passbooks after
Mass in the bluestone hall there and he never missed a
Sunday Mass.
Some of the survey work he completed in Werribee
included the Wyndham Vale St. Andrew's Drive subdivision
and the area between Market Road and Tarneit Road,
naming the streets after six of his children.
Mervyn said the pride and joy of his career was working
in Werribee South. He had pegged nearly every corner
of it and loved the people he worked for there. When he
retired from the NSW Board of Surveyors, they made him
a Surveyor Emeritus. He died in Werribee on 2 June 2006
aged 76 years.
In 2005 Mervyn recalled, "About 1937 father got a job as
caretaker of the Werribee Racecourse. We lived in the
small weatherboard house which is still located and used
on the course. Clare and I walked across the racecourse,
over Ballan Road and into St. Andrews School. I still
remember walking through those icy mornings."

Vic Mayall Jnr in the electrical shop

His son Vic Mayall Jnr. was born in Footscray on 4 July
1933 and died in Werribee on 12 April 2019. He operated
the sporting and electrical shop initially with his father,
and then on his own until the shop was sold in 1976.
Following this he owned and operated a gift store in
Station Street in Werribee from 1977 until 1984. In 1986
he purchased a grain and stockfeed store in Lock Avenue
Werribee and owned it until it was sold in 2001.
In total Vic Mayall Jnr. spent 53 years in business. He was
also a Charter member of The Werribee Rotary Club and
a board member of the Werribee and District Hospital.
In his latter years he was a member of Werribee’s U3A
and Probus clubs. He would also, along with friends, do an
annual Christmas show for the residents of the Wyndham
Lodge Nursing Home.
The name has been nominated for the bridge at Ballan
Road as it is the closest to where Vic Mayall Jnr. lived.

Year: 2005
Back row: Julian, Damian, Kieran, Simon, Brian
Front row: Deborah, Laurna, Mervyn, Glenda

Ballan Road Bridge

Dulcie Shanahan Bridge

John Nolan Bridge

Dulcie Shanahan grew up in Werribee and was an active
member of the community all her life.

The Nolan family have been locals to Werribee for many
years. John Nolan Smith was a prominent figure in
Werribee and served as Shire President in 1962-1963. He
also had a real estate agency.

Dulcie was born on 17 May 1922 in Swan Hill and passed
away on 23 July 2010 in Werribee. She came to Werribee
as a two-year-old and lived there most of her life.
In 1997 Dulcie was awarded Citizen of the Year for
Wyndham in recognition of her many years of volunteer
work for the community. She was made a life member of
the Hospital Ladies Auxiliary for her work to raise funds
for the hospital.

His name has been nominated for the Ballan Road bridge
as it is the bridge closest to Werribee.

Some of the work Dulcie did to raise money included:
• catering for the sheep dog trials
• making items for the annual fete and working at the
fete
• running the opportunity shop for many years
• being part of the group who worked to establish
Wyndham Lodge
• being made a life member of the Werribee Bowling
Club for her work as a member of the committee

Smith family with John Nolan

• starting the school tuck shop at St. Andrews School
and working there for many years
• working for the St Andrews fete each year.

Nolan Smith Estate Agent

Dulcie Shanahan

In addition to all this work she raised four children
and supported her husband, Kevin Shanahan, in all his
work. Kevin was also very involved in many of the same
organisations as Dulcie, often as president, until his
untimely death in 1975. After this, Dulcie threw herself
even more fully into her own volunteer activities.
John Nolan Smith

Ballan Road Bridge

George Scolaro Bridge
Arriving in Australia in 1959, George Scolaro was one
of the founding members of the Italian Social Club of
Werribee, providing immigrants with assistance and a
home away from home.
George became a concreter and built many landmarks
in Werribee as well as hundreds of house slabs, council
offices, bridges, buildings, schools, and industrial sites, as
well as Avalon air strips and RAAF base piers. His saying
was “I came, I saw, I concreted”.
George built most of the bridges in Werribee, including
the Werribee Street Bridge across the river, the ford in
Cottrell Street, the underpass, and many more. He also
built the current council offices, Werribee Police Station,
Ballan Road, Avalon in the early 1970s, and lots of the
sewer pools.
In 1980 he raised a record amount ($35,000) for the
Yooralla Society, which supports people with disability of
all ages and needs in their homes and in the community.

George on a work site - where he was always happiest! Building our new building in
Point Cook.

George’s family says that walking down Watton Street
with him was a lot of fun, as he knew everyone, and they
knew him. What should have taken five minutes would
take an hour, but his pride in the community spirit was
strong.
The Ballan Road bridge is one of the closest to his family’s
home and having a bridge named after him would ensure
his spirit and legacy live on.

George at the opening of Riverside Bowl in Werribee 1986.

George had friends from all cultural backgrounds and
walks of life and assisted many communities in building
premises or just through supporting them – he wanted to
leave a legacy to the community.

George and his daughters at the opening Day of Wyncity Point Cook 2014.

Derrimut Road Bridge

Nino Arrigo Bridge
Nino Arrigo was born on 18 May 1950 in Werribee and
passed away on 27th November 2016 in Melbourne.
He was very well known within the Wyndham community
and contributed much of his time and effort to helping
people.

Sadly in 2016, Nino lost a personal battle with cancer,
so his family nominated his name for a bridge as a way
for people to remember him and reflect on the selfless
contributions he made to the Werribee community, and
those beyond.
He was an active member of the Werribee Rotary club for
more than 40 years, during which time he rode a bicycle
from Perth to Melbourne and raised $160,000 for cancer
research. He went to school in Werribee, played football
for Werribee and Hoppers Crossing, and then went on
to start, and operate for 42 years, Werribee Glass and
Glazing, a business that remains in his family today.

The bridge he had the closest link to and was most
travelled on by him is the Derrimut Road bridge. His
parents owned property out that way on which they ran
some cattle, and in his later years Nino travelled the road
regularly to get to his beloved getaway on the Murray
River in Echuca. He also spent quite a bit of time on his
bike on Ballan Road.

Derrimut Road Bridge

Tom Beasley Bridge
Thomas Beasley was born in Werribee in 1890 and spent
all his life in his native town until his death in 1953.
After leaving St Andrew’s School he worked for a time on
his father’s farm adjacent to the township, and then went
into business as a carrier, first with draught horse teams
and eventually with motor vehicles.

In 1936 he and his team of workers moved 13 houses from
Lara to Werribee, and the houses are in Cottrell Street
still standing today.

Thomas Beasley

Thomas was a justice of the peace, a past chief ranger of
the Werribee Branch of the INF and a trustee of Werribee
Racecourse.

Thomas Beasley on left

Derrimut Road Bridge

Carter Bridge
Walter (Wally) Carter arrived in Australia as a 15-year-old
with his parents in 1910. While doing his apprenticeship to
become a blacksmith he built fowl houses in his parents’
backyard and built up the numbers to 2,000 hens.
By 1918 Wally was completely concentrating on his poultry
business and had taken his father into partnership, had
four employees and was developing his own poultry farm
on his land. Walter’s brother James joined Walter and
their father in the partnership of Carter Brothers in 1922.
Walter and James bought out their father in 1927 and
with a stock of 130,000 birds the poultry farm was the
largest in the southern hemisphere.
To provide housing for their workers and families, the
Carter Brothers built an estate of 206 houses between
1915 and 1972. Located on the north side of College Road
and north of Russell Street, the estate is now commonly
known as the Carter Estate.
As well as supplying the local market, from 1939 to 1971
two deliveries a week of 20,000 dozen eggs and five
tonnes of frozen egg pulp were delivered to Sydney. The
Carter poultry farm operated on the ‘free range’ system,
but by 1968 their competitors were operating the ‘cage’
system. They would need to follow suit, or close.
Walter and James were extremely community minded,
both serving two terms as a Shire Councillor and both
elected for a period as Shire President. Walter was
appointed a Life Governor of the Royal Victorian Institute
for the Blind and both Walter and James were involved
with many community activities.
James and Walter both served on the Werribee Shire
Council for numerous years and were each Shire President.
John served on the Werribee Progress Association’s
‘Ambulance Committee’ and Walter and James were
volunteer ambulance drivers.

Credit: Wyndham City Libraries.
William Carter (1886-1951) http://wyndhamhistory.net.au/items/show/1680

Leakes Road Bridge

Baden Powell Bridge
Harold Llewellyn Baden Powell farmed thousands of
acres in the Hoppers Crossing and Tarneit areas, as did his
family after he passed away in 1986.
Leakes Road was the home of his beloved Rose Grange.
The 1961 Census lists only 161 people living at Tarneit and
69 living at Truganina. The first residential development
occurred in 1963 when Harold began to subdivide farmland
he had acquired in Tarneit.

Credit: Wyndham City Libraries.
Harold Llewellyn Baden Powell wedding - http://wyndhamhistory.net.au/items/
show/226

The first blocks sold for $600. Even though the subdivision began a boom in residential housing, basic
infrastructure taken for granted in other Melbourne
suburbs: telephones, public transport, sewerage, made
roads, even kerb-side post-boxes — took a long time
coming to Hoppers Crossing.
The shops at 5-7 Glen Street Werribee, with dwellings
behind, and the service station opposite has local
significance as part of Harold’s commercial development
along High and Glen streets in the 1950s. They are also an
example of a number of similar developments in the post
World War Two period, which substantially altered the
rural character of the Werribee township.

